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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We hope that you are all keeping well and looking forward to the Christmas break. 

It was fantastic to be able to welcome all our pupils and staff back to ABACAS in September 
after the extended break. Our staff were so impressed with how the children settled back into 
the school routine so quickly, and we are delighted to report that the school has been a very 
calm and happy place this term. The children have also taken to the new Covid measures very 
quickly and have become adept at sanitising and washing their hands. In line with the 
recommendations of the Department of Education & Skills, our teachers have been placing 
particular emphasis on the well-being of our pupils this year and have been organising lots of 
fun activities for the children, which they have all greatly enjoyed. 

We would like to thank all our staff and in particular our Principal Karen O’Dowd for the 
massive amount of work they put in to enable our school to reopen safely and for their 
continued efforts in ensuring that the school remains Covid-compliant and the risk to our 
school community is kept to a minimum. We are very lucky to have such a fantastic team of 
staff who are so dedicated to the school. 

We would also like to thank you, our parents, for the support you have given the school by 
respecting the Covid measures introduced and by keeping your children home from school if 
they are displaying symptoms. We would particularly like to thank you for your understanding 
and cooperation during the recent Covid outbreak in the school. We know that it wasn’t easy 
for many of you to have your child subjected to a Covid test and we sincerely hope that the 
children  will never have to go through this experience again. 

We hope that the New Year will bring much more positive news for all of us and that we will 
soon start to see light at the end of the tunnel and a gradual return to normality in the course 
of 2021. In the meantime, we would like to thank you for your continued support and wish you 
all a very happy Christmas and above all a very healthy and happy New year. 
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Sensory room 

Our new multi-sensory room, which was very kindly funded by Amazon Web Services and 
was fitted out over the summer, has been a big hit with the children since they returned to 
school. It features bubble tubes, projectors, dark den, interactive wall panels and lights, infinity 
mirrors and an Amazon echo to play music.   

 

 

 Fundraising activities 

Many thanks to one of our parents, Sinéad McEvoy, who recently donated a commemorative 
official O'Neill's Dublin jersey square signed by the full panel and featuring the five back-to-
back championship wins. This jersey was recently auctioned by the fund-raising committee to 
raise funds for our “One iPad for every child” initiative (see below). The jersey went to the 
highest bidder who bid the very generous sum of EUR 600. We would like to say a big thank 
you to Sinéad for organising the jersey and donating it to the school, to our fund-raising 
committee for organising the auction and to our anonymous winner for their generosity. 
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A big thank you also goes to another one of our parents, Edel Greene, who is holding a bonus 
ball draw on behalf of the school. The prize is a box of wine and the winner will be decided 
using the results of the Irish Lotto draw that will take place on 23rd December. All available 
numbers have now been sold. The draw has raised an incredible EUR 500, which will also go 
towards our iPad initiative.  

“One iPad for every child” initiative 

At the start of the last school year, we started a “One iPad for every child” fundraising 
initiative, the aim of which was to ensure that each child in the school had their own iPad. 
Thanks to the fundraising activities to date, we will now have a total of 10 iPads in the school. 
However, we still have some way to go towards achieving the required total of 30 iPads. We 
would also like to purchase an iPad charging trolley, which enables multiple iPads to be 
charged and synced safely. A trolley with the capacity to charge 30 iPads currently costs in 

the region of €1200 to €1500 while an iPad with the required spec costs approx. €500. 

Fundraising Committee – New members needed 

Our fundraising committee is always looking for new members. If you are interested in getting 
involved, please contact Doireann Leonard at Tel. 087 6823100. 

Social & Personal 

We would like to congratulate three of our SNAs, Rachael, on the recent birth of her baby girl, 
Lynn on the birth of her baby boy and Shauna on her recent nuptials. 

Christmas holidays 

ABACAS will close for the Christmas holidays at 12.30pm on Tuesday, 22nd December and will 
reopen at 9.20am on Wednesday, 6th January. 

Updated policies 

Since August of this year, the Board of Management has reviewed and updated our Child 
Safeguarding Statement. We have also ratified a new Emergency School Closure Policy. In 
accordance with the Education (Admission to Schools Act) 2018 we have also published our 
new Admission Policy and our Admission Notice for the 2021/22 school year to our website. 
The opening date for applications for admission to ABACAS for the 2021/22 school year is 6th  
January 2021. 

  

The Board of Management 

Abacas Special School Kilnamanagh  


